
Camp Near F r e d e r i c k s b u r g Va Feb. 2nd I863 
Dear S i s t e r 

I t i s w i t h p l e a s u r e t h a t I take my pen to w r i t e you a few l i n e s 
i n answer to your very kind l e t t e r which I Reed, night before l a s t . 
I a l s o got one from you a week ago l a s t Saturday w i t h $5-00 i n i t . 
I was very glad to get i t too. Our Regt. got p a i d o f f Saturday so 
I w i l l enclose a check f o r twenty d o l l a r s (.|p20.00) Judah w i l l have 
to endorse h i s name on the back of the check and he can get the money 
fo r i t any where. We got two months pay. We s h a l l probably get two 
months more pay s h o r t l y say about 20 days from t h i s time. I wish 
you could get me a p a i r of Boots i f i t v/ould not be too much trouble 
and send them, you can d i r e c t them Ju s t as you would a l e t t e r . I f 
you conclude to send them have Morseman make them by the same measure 
th a t he made my other ones. With heavy S o l e s w e l l n a i l e d and the 
longest l e g s he can cut out. There are some awful mud holes here 
i n V i r g i n i a and l o t s of l i t t l e brooks through which we have to wade. 
The boots that he made before are p r e t t y w e l l worn out they l e a k 
badly & h u r t my f e e t . I dont want to v/ear Army Shoes i f I can help 
i t Since I wrote l a s t we have changed our camp to another p l a c e 
about a mile f u r t h e r up the r i v e r . We had to go up the R i v e r about 
7 miles on the 17th of J a n to b u i l d roads f o r the Pontoon b r i d g e s , 
we s t a r t e d a t 2 oclock i n the morning and sta y e d two days, then we 
came back and stayed about 3 days i n camp and then went back to 
f i n i s h the roads and guard the b r i d g e s we had a p r e t t y hard time 
of i t i t r a i n e d a f t e r they s t a r t e d w i t h the br i d g e s a l l the time 
The bridges got l o s t and the A r t i l l e r y got s t u c k and the O f f i c e r s 
were most a l l of them drunk and the men v/ere most awful wet and c o l d . 
I dont t h i n k there w i l l be another move made before S p r i n g , the 
Roads are i n a h o r r i b l e c o n d i t i o n now. The ni g h t we came to t h i s 
camp-ground i t snowed a l l n i g h t and the next day. The snow has not a l l 
gone o f f yet i t i s quite p l e a s a n t now. We had to b u i l d new s h a n t i e s 
here. I have got a r e a l comfortable one. I t i s 7 X 12 f e e t , w i t h a 
quarte r p i t c h on the Roof, and a good rnud f i r e - p l a c e . I s h a l l be 
Jack of a l l trades when my thr e e y e a r s a r e up. I have J u s t f i n i s h e d 
my washing. I can cook my own food too. I t i s the e a s i e s t t h i n g i n 
the world to sharpen a s t i c k and put a p i e c e of Beef or pork on i t 
and b r o i l i t over the f i r e . I l i k e t h i s camp l i f e I do t h a t i s , I 
l i k e to look on There have been q u i t e a number of Resignations among 
the o f f i c e r s i n t h i s Regiment l a t e l y , and I know of a "goodly^* number 
of p r i v a t e s t h a t would Resign but f o r "Circumstances beyond t h e i r 
c o n t r o l " Give my love to Edwin and L o u i s a t e l l them I have not f o r 
gotten them and I w i l l w r i t e to them as soon as I can There would not 
be much use i n complaining to the O f f i c e r s about the l o s t money. I 
presume i t was one of them t h a t got i t . The most of them are a pack of 
dXMnken Rowdies. Capt. Nelson i s going home on a Furlough i n a few 
days, the most of the men hope t h a t he w i l l s t a y a t home. Give my love 
to Fannie 4 Frank. I was very much p l e a s e d w i t h Fannies l e t t e r . She 
w i l l soon get so she can beat h e r Uncle John Her Composition i s b e t t e r 
now and h e r w r i t i n g i s but a l i t t l e i n f e r i o r . I have not got a "Rebs." 
s k u l l yet but may be I s h a l l i f they dont get mine before the war i s 
over I f I do I w i l l send i t to h e r . 

/cont 'KJ 



February 2 , I 8 6 3 , continued 

I must close t h i s lengthy e p i s t l e f o r I am g e t t i n g t i r e d of 
w r i t i n g and I suppose you are t i r e d of reading too by t h i s time 
The reason I wrote so much i s t h a t I am so hoarse t h a t I cant 
speak aloud and I got mad and went t o w r i t i n g * otherv/ays I am w e l l 
and hope t h i s w i l l f i n d you a l l e n j o y i n g the same b l e s s i n g Give my 
best respects t o Judah and t e l l him he could not occupy h i s l e i s u r e 
time i n a more p r o f i t a b l e manner than w r i t i n g to me o c c a s i o n a l l y * 
I hope you w i l l send the Boots I f Morseman has not got the measure 
t e l l him to mark them No. 8 . You w i l l f i n d out there i s as much 
inconvenience i n having r e l a t i o n i n the army as there i s Honor. 
I wont bother you any more t h i s time so Good bye 

John N* P o r t e r 
P.S. send me a few Postage stamps they are scarce here 

I got them you sent t o me 
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